The paper deals with the features of the system saving mechanism functioning in criminal law; the detailed description of its structure and contents is given; this mechanism value for providing branch integrity is revealed. Due to this mechanism criminal law processes the branch system, makes its elements consistent and coherent. Such structural elements as the principles, purposes and tasks of criminal law, branch presumptions and fictions, prejudices, lacunes and conflict rules are carefully investigated in the paper. The author draws the conclusion that the studied mechanism is one of the means of self-regulation in criminal law.
legal components as principles, purposes and problems of the criminal law, presumption and fiction, estoppels, lacunes and collision rules, and this mechanism operates through system communications between above mentioned branch elements.
One of the most important elements of the system saving mechanism is the corresponding branch principles, certain ideas, which depend on a moral, political and economic condition of society and determine the lawmaking and law enforcement activity in criminal law [Lopashenko, p. 159; Mal'tsev, p. 94] . Five principles are consolidated in the existing criminal law: the principles of legality, equality of citizens before the law, fault, justice and humanity. In the doctrine of criminal law other principles of criminal law are distinguished; they are not consolidated at the legislative level. These are the principles of inevitability of responsibility and personal responsibility [Kudriavtsev, Naumov [et al.] , p. 42; Inogamova-Khegai, p. 87].
The principles or the leading ideas give a notion about due processes in criminal law, they define what it has to be like; they are the essence of criminal law, these ideas-principles had appeared and developed long before criminal law itself and subsequently define its content.
M.M. Bablaiev and Iu.E. Pudovochkin remark
that the principles of criminal law carry out important protective stabilizing function: they act as a "filter" which passes into criminal law norms, corresponding to the branch principles, and also prevent introduction of branch elements incompatible with it, providing coherence and systemacity of criminal law, keeping its intrinsic properties [Babaiev, Pudovochkin, p. 7] .
It is indisputable that the principles of criminal law are determined both as a system construction of this branch and as a realization of criminal law: principles of criminal law provide a uniform application of criminal law by the all subjects of law enforcement activity, they unify the law enforcement activity.
But their impact on the legislative activity is also significant. They influence the improvement of existing system of criminal law. By proclaiming the above ideas-principles the legislator assigns on certain duties to realize them in the criminal law. Having found any discrepancy to the existing criminal law, the legislator is obliged to eliminate the revealed defect of lawmaking activity by cancelling the corresponding norm or 3) it is necessary to appeal to the jurisprudence and special researches on interested questions; 4) it is necessary to reveal the need for a legal mediation of the concrete relations; 5) it is necessary to find out a practice of normative regulation of the similar public relations and practice of the individual legal influence in the similar situations; 6) it is necessary to pay attention on compliance of the considered relations to interests of the personality, society, state and on possibility of ensuring its protection with economic, social, political, organizational and other means [Kaufman, .
Thus, the law enforcer for revealing of a gap in the criminal law has to find out lack of regulation of any case in the branch legal sources and to prove the need of a legal regulation of the corresponding relation proving its legal character.
We add that the law enforcer has to know not only the criminal legislation, but also to be orientated in other criminal law sources, to realize their interrelations, to understand criminal law system, to be aware of correlations and interdependence of its elements, to be able to predict that the casual completion of the found gap will rather harmoniously fit in the aforesaid system. But the most important is that they significantly facilitate the law-enforcement activity because they give to law enforcer the reference points of how to behave in a certain case, which judicial norm to choose.
Nowadays, an independent subsystem of collision norms is absent both at branch and at interbranch levels. Some collision instructions can be met in various legal acts: so, in p.p. 2 and Aforesaid information helps us to conclude that collision norms are an important system saving factor for criminal law branch , admitted as a necessary element of the mechanism specializing on preservation, protecting integrity of legal system (and criminal law system in particular) from any external and internal factors counteracting from normal functioning.
To sum everything up, we note that system saving mechanism in criminal law is a system of the system saving elements, which provide integrity and unity of branch; it is a peculiar structure, the internal device which forces the necessary actions connected to each other, but at the same time mobile elements of criminal law system. This mechanism is necessary for each branch, because without it the law becomes powerless, not capable to perform the functional mission (there will be a disunity of criminal law, their isolation from real needs of legal practice and legal relationship, the quantity of collisions will increase disconnection in the system of legal sources of the law).
Thus, this is one of the most important means of self-governance and self-regulation in the law (and in criminal law in particular).
The elements of the system saving mechanism carry out a particular processing of criminal 
